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2c. Content of Psychological themes through core studies (Component 02)

Psychological themes through core studies The contemporary studies are more ‘up-to-date pieces

(Component 02) ims o develop the critclthinking of research thatengage n some way with theisues

and independent learming sils essential t the being explored i the classi stucies they are paired

Sientifcstuy of psychology through a ocus on some  with, Th core studies chosen reflect the contribution

ofthe ey themes nvestigated within the subject. For of psychology toan undersanding of indvidua, social

each key theme, learners are presented with botha  and cutural diversy

dasic and a contemporary study. The clsscstuies

e armark oot of resareh tho v elped o 82150 develops learnersablty to make evluative

Shapethe course o the subjoct and which allcarners Points about the stuies and ther abilty tosee the

of eychalogy hould become famifar Sudies nthe wider perspective of psychologcal areas/
perspectives, ssues and debates.

Section A: Core studies

Section A: Core studies

This section will asess the learners’ knowledge and understanding of the core studies as well a their abilty
10 evaluate the studies both on their own and in relation to the study they have been paired with. The core.
studies are placed within a broad area of investigation. Within each area, the learners are required to examine.
four care studies. These core studies are paired together around key themes. For each key theme, the learners
need to examine both a classic and a contemporary study. The classic studies have been carefully selected on
the basis of their historical importance. Holistcally the studies have been selected to represent a variety of
research methodologies, designs, samples, sampling methods, issues and debates. For ful references pleas
appendix Se.

Area Key theme Classic study Contemporary study

Responses to people | Milgram (1963) Bocchiaro et al. (2012)
Social inauthority Obedience Disobedience and whistie-blow

Responses to people | Piliavin et al. (1969) Levine et al. (2001)
inneed Subway Samaritan Cross-cultural alruism

Memory Loftus and Palmer (1974) | Grant et al. (1998)

Cognitive Eyewitness testimony Context-dependent memory

Attention Moray (1959) Simons and Chabris (1999)
Auditory attention Visual nattention

External nfluences | Bandura et al. (1961) Chaney etal. (2004)
Developmental | 01 children's Transmission of aggression | Funhaler study
behaviour

Moral development | Kohiberg (1968) Lee etal. (1997)
Stages of moral de Evaluations of lying and truth-
telling
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Individual
differences

cont. Section A: Core studies.

Contemporary study

Reglons of the brain | Sperry (1968) Casey etal. (2011)

Brain plastcity

Understanding
disorders

differences

Methodologicalissues.

Key themes and areas of

psychology

Splitbrain study Neural correlates of delay of
gratification

Blakemore and Cooper Waguire et al. (2000)

(1970) Taxi drivers.

Impact of early visual

experience

Froud (1909) Baron-Cohen et al, (1997)

Littie Hans. Autism in adults

Gould (1982) Hancock et al. (2011)

Anation of morons Language of psychopaths.

Bias in IQ testing

ory’ of each core study in terms of:

od
design
sample
materials/apparatus
procedure

results

imilar.
How the two studies are different.

ontemporary study chang tanding of
the key theme.
To what extent the contemporary study changes our understanding of
individual, social and cultural diversiy.
The strengths and weaknesses of the different research methods and
techniques
The strengths and weaknesses of diferent types of data,
Ethical considerations,
Validiy.
Reliabilty.
‘Sampling bias.
Ethnocentrism.

How each core study relates o s key theme.

How each core study relates to the area of psychology it is placed
within,
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Section C: Practical applications

Section C: Practical applications

In order to encourage awareness of practical applications of psychology, this section will require learners to
apply their knowiedge and understanding of psychology to a novel source as provided in the examination. The
could be a newspaper or magazine article, a blog, a diary entry, emailexchange or equivalent written
Itis advised that teachers prepare learners fo this section by giving them a variety of sources to
consider.

Practical applications Content

The practical applications of ccogrise the psychological content inthe source.
poychology Make evidence-based suggestions i reation o the source.

Consider the strengths and weaknesses of the suggestion(s)
they themselves are making.

A
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Section B: Areas, perspectives and debates

Section B: Areas, perspectives and debates

Inthis section, learners willbe asked questions that invite them to generate an extended discussion,
recognising the inter-relationship betuween different areas, perspectives and debates in psychology. They will
ot be limited in terms of the studies they can refer to i their answers. The specification places core studies
within particular areas, but learners may make reference to studies from across the components and may also
argue that udy placed within one area can be seen as falling within another area,

Studiesthat come from a behaviourst perspective include Bandura'sresearch nto transmission of aggression
and Chaney's Funhaler study, while psychodynamic ideas are referred to inthe research by Freud (itle Hans),
Kohberg (stages of moral development) and Hancock language of psychopaths); however,learners ma refer
o other stud

Areas, perspectives and debates Content
The defining principles and concepts of each area.

Social Research to llustrate each area.

Cognitive Strengths and weaknesses of each area

Developmental Applications of each area.

Biological How each area s different from and similar to other areas.

Individual Differences

Perspectives The defining principles and concepts of each perspective.

+ Behaviourist arch to llustrate each perspective.

« Psychodynamic Strengths and weaknesses of each perspective.
Applications of each perspective.

How each perspective i different from and similar to the
other perspective

Debates The defining principles and concepts of each debate.

Nature/nurture Different positions within each debate.
Freewill/determinism Research o llustrate different positions within each debate.
Reductionism/holism Applications of different positions within each debate.
Individual/situational explanations How each debate is different from and similar to other
Usefulness of research debates
Ethical considerations

Conducting socialy sensitive
research

Pychology as
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